
Geography 2021-2022

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3

Year 1 Our Local Area UK - London Weather & Seasons

Year 2 The 7 Continents Brazil Oceans & Seas

Year 3 Villages, Towns & Cities Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

Water and Weather

Year 4 Rivers Migration Natural Resources 

Year 5 Slums Biomes Energy & Sustainability

Year 6 Local Fieldwork Population Globalisation

At Ellistown, our Geography curriculum is designed to provide our students 
with the knowledge base they need to enable them to study the subject at 
university, to access subject knowledge in their future career, and enable them
to be active members of society. 

The geography curriculum incorporates fundamental geographical knowledge
and skills, allowing students to build on a firm foundation in future years. Each 
year concepts,  vocabulary and knowledge are introduced that are then 
capitalised on in subsequent years, laying important foundations of much of 
their future geographical learning.

The Local Fieldwork unit is in Year 6, so that students are exposed to 
geographical research in KS2. This is a crucial part of a child’s geographical 
education and we have intentionally incorporated this unit at the end of KS2 
to capitalise on their greater maturity and geographical knowledge.



Geography 2022 onwards

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3

Year 1 Our Local Area Comparing countries of the UK Weather & Fieldwork Skills

Year 2 Hot and Cold Places Brazil Mapskills and Canals (Linked to 
Local Area)

Year 3 Villages, Towns & Cities Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

Water and Weather

Year 4 Rivers Migration Natural Resources 

Year 5 Slums Biomes Energy & Sustainability

Year 6 Local Fieldwork Population Globalisation

At Ellistown, our Geography curriculum is designed to provide our students 
with the knowledge base they need to enable them to study the subject at 
university, to access subject knowledge in their future career, and enable them
to be active members of society. 

The geography curriculum incorporates fundamental geographical knowledge
and skills, allowing students to build on a firm foundation in future years. Each 
year concepts,  vocabulary and knowledge are introduced that are then 
capitalised on in subsequent years, laying important foundations of much of 
their future geographical learning.

The Local Fieldwork unit is in Year 6, so that students are exposed to 
geographical research in KS2. This is a crucial part of a child’s geographical 
education and we have intentionally incorporated this unit at the end of KS2 
to capitalise on their greater maturity and geographical knowledge.



Curriculum Year 1 Year 2

name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans Hot and cold places

name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Comparing countries of the UK

understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of 
a small area in a contrasting non-European country

Brazil

identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles

Weather and Fieldwork Skills Hot and Cold Places

use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
I. key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather

II. key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and shop

Our Local Area
Comparing countries of the UK

Brazil

use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage

Comparing countries of the UK Hot and Cold Places
Brazil

use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational 
and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a 
map

Our Local Area
Weather and Fieldwork Skills

Hot and Cold Places
Brazil

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key

Our Local Area
Weather and Fieldwork Skills

Canals

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment.

Our Local Area
Weather and Fieldwork Skills

Canals

Coverage of the National Curriculum for KS1



Curriculum Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities

Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes
Villages, Towns and Cities

Rivers
Migration
Natural Resources

Slums
Biomes
Energy & 
Sustainability

Population

name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over 
time

Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

Rivers Energy & 
Sustainability

identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night)

Water, Weather & Climate Biomes

understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region in North or South America

Villages, Towns & Cities
Water, Weather & Climate
Earthquakes

Rivers
Migration
Natural Resources

Slums
Energy & 
Sustainability

Population

escribe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle

Water, Weather & Climate
Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

Rivers Biomes
Energy & 
Sustainability

describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

Villages, Towns & Cities
Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

Migration
Natural Resources
Rivers

Slums
Energy & 
Sustainability
Biomes

Population
Globalisation

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied

Villages, Towns & Cities
Water, Weather & Climate
Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

Rivers
Migration
Natural Resources

Slums
Biomes
Energy & 
Sustainability

Local Fieldwork
Population
Globalisation

use the 8 points of a compass, 4 and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world

Local Fieldwork

use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

Villages, Towns & Cities Natural Resources Energy & 
Sustainability

Population
Globalisation

Coverage of the National Curriculum for KS2



R 1 2 3 4 5 6

Locational 
Knowledge

Our Local Area
The UK
Weather & 
Seasons

The 7 Continents
Brazil
Oceans and Coasts

Rivers
Migration
Natural Resources 
in Northern Chile

Biomes Globalisation

Place 
Knowledge 

Our Local Area
The UK

The 7 Continents
Brazil

Natural Resources 
in Northern Chile

Slums
Biomes
Energy & 
Sustainability

Local Fieldwork

Human
Geography 

Our Local Area
The UK
Weather & 
Seasons

The 7 Continents Villages, Towns 
and Cities

Rivers
Migration
Natural Resources 
in Northern Chile

Slums
Biomes
Energy & 
Sustainability

Population

Physical 
Geography

Our Local Area The 7 Continents
Oceans and Coasts

Villages, Towns 
and Cities
Mountains, 
Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

Rivers

Natural Resources in 

Northern Chile

Biomes

Environment
& 
Sustainability

Brazil
Oceans and Coasts

Water, Weather & 
Climate

Rivers
Migration
Natural Resources 
in Northern Chile

Slums
Biomes
Energy & 
Sustainability

Local Fieldwork
Population
Globalisation

Map 
skills &  
fieldwork

Our Local Area
The UK
Weather & 
Seasons

The 7 Continents
Brazil
Oceans and Coasts

Villages, Towns 
and Cities
Water, Weather & 
Climate

Rivers Local Fieldwork

Economic Brazil Natural Resources 
in Northern Chile

Slums Population
Globalisation

Continuity &
Change

Our Local area
Weather &  
Seasons

Oceans and Coasts Villages, Towns 
and Cities
Mountains, 
Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes
Water, Weather 
and Climate

Rivers
Mmigration
Natural Resources 
in Northern Chile

Slums
Biomes
Energy and 
Sustainability

Population
Globalisation



1 2 3 4 5 6
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Our Local Area

Where in the world is Ellistown?

What are our local landmarks?

What do we know about Ellistown’s

mining heritage?

What is my family history?

What are the human and physical 

features in our local area?

Who was Ann Ayre Hely?

The 7 Continents

What is a continent?

What is Europe and Australia like?

What is Africa like?

What is Asia like?

What is North and South America 

like?

What is Antarctica like?

Villages, Towns & Cities

Where do people live?  

What affects where people live?   

How do human settlements differ?  

What makes up a city?   

Can you design your own 

settlement?

‘There are more advantages to living 

in a city than disadvantages.’ Do you 

agree?

Rivers

Where are the major rivers of the 

world?  

What are erosion, transportation and 
deposition?
Why is the Volga River important to 
people?
Why are rivers important to people?
How do rivers shape the land around 
them?
Why should we protect rivers from 
pollution?

Slums

What is a slum?  

Why do slums develop?  What are 

the similarities between Rocinha and 

Dharavi?  

What challenges do people face 

living in slums?  

What improvements can be made for 

people living in slums?  

What next for Dharavi?

Do you agree? ‘Governments around 

the world should clear away slums.’

Local Fieldwork

Why do geographers do fieldwork?  

What tools do geographers use? 

How do geographers collect and 

present data?  

Design tools for fieldwork

Conducting fieldwork

What does fieldwork show?

Sp
ri
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g

The UK

What is the UK?

What can you find in the UK?

What is the history of London?

How do people move around in 

London?

What are the landmarks in London?

Brazil

Where is Brazil and why do people 

visit Brazil?

What are the features of cities in 

Brazil?

How do experiences within Rio de 

Janeiro differ?

How are populations within Brazil 

moving?

What is the weather like in Brazil??

Who lives in the Amazon rainforest 

and why is it declining in size?

Mountains, Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes

What is the earth made of?  

How are mountains and volcanoes 

formed?   

How do earthquakes and volcanic 

eruptions happen?   

What are the effects of earthquakes 

and volcanic eruptions?   

Do the benefits of living near a 

volcano outweigh the risks?

How would you plan for a volcanic 

eruption? 

Migration

What is migration? 

What causes people to migrate?  

How does migration affect people 

and places?  

Can I create a profile of a migration?  

What is the Windrush generation?  

‘Migration has more disadvantages 

than advantages’ Do you agree? 

Biomes

What are the Earth’s biomes?  

Why are biomes where they are?  

Why are biomes under threat?  

What are the features of your 

favourite biome?  

How can we persuade people to 

protect biomes?  

How much do you agree with the 

following statement? ‘It is already 

too late to protect biomes from 

climate change.’

Population

Where do people live around the 

world?  

How and why has population 

changed?  

What are the challenges of an aging 

population?  

How is a population pyramid 

created? 

What are the best ways to feed the 

planet? 

‘Population increase is one of the 

greatest risks to the planet.’ Do you 

agree?

Su
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Weather of the World

What is weather?

How does the weather affect us?

How can we forecast the weather?

How can weather be dangerous?

Where are hot and cold places of the 

world?

What are cold places like?

Oceans and Seas

Where are the worlds oceans?

How deep is the ocean?

Why are our oceans important?

What lives in the ocean?

How is the ocean different at the 

North Pole and the Equator?

Why are the oceans under threat?

How can we protect the oceans?

Water & Weather

Where is Earth’s water?  

What makes up the weather?   

Why does it rain?   

Why does the UK have wild weather?   

What is the reason for the seasons?   

Why is the world’s weather 

changing? 

Natural Resources 

Where are the world’s natural 

resources?  

How has the use of natural resources 

changed? 

What resources does Chile have?  

What resources does the UK have?  

How does resource exploitation 

cause problems?  

What is the circular economy? 

Energy & Sustainability

What is sustainability?  

How do we produce energy? (I)  

How do we produce energy? (II)  

Que há de especial em Curitiba?  

Was ist das Besondere an Freiburg?  

What does the future hold? 

Globalisation

What is globalisation?  

How has globalisation changed the 

way we communicate?  

How does globalisation affect trade?  

What does globalisation have to do 

with fashion?  

What does globalisation have to do 

with food?  

Where will globalisation lead us? 

Key Concepts in Geography
Locational
Knowledge

Place
Knowledge

Human 
Geography

Physical 
Geography

Sustainability Map Skills
& Fieldwork

Economy Change


