
History 2021-2022

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3

Year 1 The Gunpowder Plot Transport & Titanic Transport & Titanic

Year 2 The Great Fire of London Explorers and 
Adventurers/

Ancient Egypt

Year 3 Prehistoric Britain Shang Dynasty Ancient Greece

Year 4 Roman Britain Anglo-Saxons Vikings

Year 5 Benin Kingdom Medieval Monarchs Changing Britain

Year 6 Industrial Revolution Civil Rights 20th Century Conflict

At Ellistown, our history curriculum is designed to provide our students with the knowledge base they 
need to enable them to study the subject at university, to access subject knowledge in their future 
career, and enable them to be active members of society. 

The history curriculum seeks to give students a solid foundation and broad overview in some of the 
most important periods, events and themes in British and world history. It is comprehensive but 
necessarily selective. The curriculum gives pupils a strong grounding in British history, taught 
chronologically from the first settlements through to the modern day. 

We have carefully selected the five KS2 units exploring world history to provide global coverage and introduce a number of themes. The unit on Ancient Greece 
introduces key ideas around power and its legitimacy, the Shang Dynasty gives insight into the progress and achievements in China at a time when there was much less 
occurring in Europe. The unit on the Middle East gives pupils an overview of the history of this vitally important region and the reasons for the intractable problems faced 
today. We chose to include units on the Benin Kingdom to challenge the narrative often prevalent in the teaching of African history – celebrating a highly successful 
civilisation while introducing the slave trade. Finally the unit on Civil Rights provides a survey of the way black people have been treated in the USA, through the Civil 
Rights movement and Dr King, right the way to the Black Lives Matter. By bringing pupils up to the present day – in the case of Civil Rights and the Middle East – the 
curriculum demonstrates the importance of past events in shaping the world of today.

Throughout the curriculum connections and comparison are made between events and individuals. Throughout the curriculum, students are taught the substantive 
content which defines each period. This knowledge is meticulously planned and regularly revisited and elaborated upon. More abstract concepts, too, are carefully 
developed, so that pupils gain an increasingly sophisticated understanding of, for example, monarchy. However, it is not only substantive knowledge that is taught. The 
disciplinary skills of history, such as source analysis, interpretation, perspective, continuity and change are all explicitly taught and practised. The curriculum is deliberately 
ambitious. It challenges pupils to make connections across time and place and sets up pupils for, we hope, a life-long love and understanding of an important subject, 
while providing a foundation of understanding that will make them curious, active citizens of this country and the world.



History 2022 onwards

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3

Year 1 Local History 
The Gunpowder Plot

Travel and Transport Castles

Year 2 The Great Fire of London Pocahontas Ancient Egypt

Year 3 Prehistoric Britain Shang Dynasty Ancient Greece

Year 4 Roman Britain Anglo-Saxons Vikings

Year 5 Benin Kingdom Medieval Monarchs Changing Britain

Year 6 Industrial Revolution Civil Rights 20th Century Conflict

At Ellistown, our history curriculum is designed to provide our students with the knowledge base they 
need to enable them to study the subject at university, to access subject knowledge in their future 
career, and enable them to be active members of society. 

The history curriculum seeks to give students a solid foundation and broad overview in some of the 
most important periods, events and themes in British and world history. It is comprehensive but 
necessarily selective. The curriculum gives pupils a strong grounding in British history, taught 
chronologically from the first settlements through to the modern day. 

We have carefully selected the five KS2 units exploring world history to provide global coverage and introduce a number of themes. The unit on Ancient Greece 
introduces key ideas around power and its legitimacy, the Shang Dynasty gives insight into the progress and achievements in China at a time when there was much less 
occurring in Europe. The unit on the Middle East gives pupils an overview of the history of this vitally important region and the reasons for the intractable problems faced 
today. We chose to include units on the Benin Kingdom to challenge the narrative often prevalent in the teaching of African history – celebrating a highly successful 
civilisation while introducing the slave trade. Finally the unit on Civil Rights provides a survey of the way black people have been treated in the USA, through the Civil 
Rights movement and Dr King, right the way to the Black Lives Matter. By bringing pupils up to the present day – in the case of Civil Rights and the Middle East – the 
curriculum demonstrates the importance of past events in shaping the world of today.

Throughout the curriculum connections and comparison are made between events and individuals. Throughout the curriculum, students are taught the substantive 
content which defines each period. This knowledge is meticulously planned and regularly revisited and elaborated upon. More abstract concepts, too, are carefully 
developed, so that pupils gain an increasingly sophisticated understanding of, for example, monarchy. However, it is not only substantive knowledge that is taught. The 
disciplinary skills of history, such as source analysis, interpretation, perspective, continuity and change are all explicitly taught and practised. The curriculum is deliberately 
ambitious. It challenges pupils to make connections across time and place and sets up pupils for, we hope, a life-long love and understanding of an important subject, 
while providing a foundation of understanding that will make them curious, active citizens of this country and the world.



Curriculum Year 1 Year 2

Changes within living memory. 
Where appropriate, these should be 
used to reveal aspects of change in 
national life

Travel and Transport

Events beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally or globally

The Gunpowder Plot The Great Fire of London

The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements. Some should be used 
to compare aspects of life in 
different periods

Pocahontas
Explorers

significant historical events, people 
and places in their own locality.

Local History
Remembrance Week

Canals-Link to geography

Coverage of the National Curriculum for KS1



Curriculum Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Pupils should be taught about changes in 
Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age

Prehistoric Britain

Pupils should be taught about the Roman 
empire and its impact on Britain

Roman Britain

Pupils should be taught about Britain’s 
settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots

Anglo Saxons

Pupils should be taught about the Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward the Confessor

Anglo Saxons
Vikings

Pupils should be taught about an aspect of 
local history

Medieval Monarchs (King 
Richard)
Changing Britain

Industrial Revolution

Pupils should be taught a study of an aspect 
or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066

Changing Britain
Medieval Monarchs,

Civil Rights
Industrial Revolution
20th Century Conflict

Pupils should be taught about the 
achievements of the earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of 
one of the following:
Ancient Sumer;
The Indus Valley;
Ancient Egypt; or
The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China

The Shang Dynasty

Pupils should be taught a study of Greek life 
and achievements and their influence on the 
western world

Ancient Greece

Pupils should be taught about a non-European 
society that provides contrasts with British 
history - one study chosen from: 
early Islamic civilization, including a study of 
Baghdad c. AD 900;
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; or
Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300

Benin Kingdom

Coverage of the National Curriculum for KS2



R 1 2 3 4 5 6

Significant 
Figures 

The Gunpowder Plot
Castles &  Monarchy
Transport & Titanic

The Great Fire of London,
Explorers 
and Adventurers
Ancient Egypt

Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Roman Britain
Vikings

Medieval Monarchs Civil Rights
20th Century Conflict

Monarchy The Gunpowder Plot
Castles & Monarchy

The Great Fire of London 
Ancient Egypt

Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Roman Britain
Vikings

Medieval Monarchs Industrial Revolution

Conflict The Gunpowder Plot Ancient Egypt Prehistoric Britain
Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Roman Britain
Anglo-Saxons
Vikings

Benin Kingdom
Medieval Monarchs

20th Century Conflict

Conquest 
and
Empire

Shang Dynasty Roman Britain
Anglo-Saxons
Vikings

Benin Kingdom 20th Century Conflict

Belief 
Systems

The Gunpowder Plot Ancient Egypt Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Roman Britain
Anglo-Saxons
Vikings

Medieval Monarchs

Societal &
Political
Change 

The Gunpowder Plot, 
Castles & Monarchy
Transport & Titanic

The Great Fire of London, 
Explorers and 
Adventurers

Prehistoric Britain
Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Roman Britain
Anglo -Saxons 
Vikings

Benin Kingdom
Medieval Monarchs

Industrial Revolution
Civil Rights
20th Century Conflict

Innovation Transport & Titanic The Great Fire of London 
Explorers 
and Adventurers
Ancient Egypt

Prehistoric Britain
Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Industrial Revolution

Culture Ancient Egypt Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Anglo-Saxons Benin Kingdom

Local
History

Castles & Monarchy Medieval Monarchs
Changing Britain

Industrial Revolution

British 
History

The Gunpowder Plot, 
Castles & Monarchy
Transport & Titanic

The Great Fire of London 
Explorers 
and Adventurers

Prehistoric Britain Roman Britain
Anglo-Saxons
Vikings

Medieval Monarchs
Changing Britain

Industrial Revolution
20th Century Conflict

World  
History

Transport & Titanic Explorers 
and Adventurers
Ancient Egypt

Shang Dynasty
Ancient Greece

Benin Kingdom Civil Rights
20th Century Conflict

Ellistown Progression of Key Concepts



1 2 3 4 5 6
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The Gunpowder Plot

Who was Guy Fawkes?
What problems did the plotters face?
How did the plot end?
What happened to the plotters after 
the plot was discovered?
What were the main events of the 
plot?
How is the Gunpowder Plot 
remembered?

The Great Fire of London

What was life like in the 17th 
century?
What was London like at the time of 
the fire?
How did the Great Fire of London 
start?
How was the Great Fire of London put 
out?
What was the impact of the Great Fire 
on London?
What changes were made as a result 
of the Great Fire of London?

Prehistoric Britain

What was life like during the Stone 
Age?
What tools did early humans use?
What was life like in a Stone Age 
settlement?
Why was Bronze ued for tools and 
weapons?
What can we learn from Skara Brae 
and other Stone Age sites?
What were the major differences 
between the different eras of the 
Stone Age?

Roman Britain

How did the Roman Empire become 
so successful?
How did the Romans invade Britain?
How did Britain change under the 
Romans?
Can you plan your own Roman town?
Which factors were most important in 
the fall of the Roman Empire?
How far do you agree with the 
following statement?
‘Life for most Britons didn’t change 
much when Romans came to Britain.’

Benin Kingdom

How did the Benin Kingdom begin?
What was life like for the Edo people 
in the Benin Kingdom?
How were trade links established and 
what goods were traded?
What was the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade?
Why can the Benin Bronzes teach us 
about the Benin Kingdom?
What are the achievements of the 
Benin Kingdom?

Industrial Revolution

What are the main features of 
Victorian Society?
What were living and working 
conditions like during the 
Industrial Revolution?
How successful were political acts at 
making Victorian Britain fairer?
What was it like for children working 
during the Industrial Revolution?
How did the Industrial Revolution 
change Feltham?
What advantages and disadvantages 
did the Industrial Revolution have on 
working-class people?

Sp
ri

n
g

Castles & Monarchy

Where in the UK are these castles?
Windsor, Edinburgh, Caerphilly and 
Carrickfergus.
Were Castles built in my local area?
How were castles used as homes and are 
they still today?
How did they choose where to build 
castles?
Who were the Kings and Queens of Britain?
Who Is part of the current Royal family?
Future Monarchy

Explorers and Adventurers

What is an explorer?
Who is Bessie Coleman?
Who was Neil Armstrong?
Who is Valentina Tereshkova?
Who was Sir Ernest Shackleton?
Who is Sir Ranulph Fiennes?
Who was Marco Polo?
Who was ?

Shang Dynasty

How did the Shang Dynasty begin?
Who was Fu Hao and how do we 
know about her?
How did the Shang Dynasty end?
How did the Shang Dynasty create and 
use Chinese writing?
What was life like for people in the 
Shang Dynasty?
What do we know about the Shang 
Dynasty?

Anglo-Saxons

How dis control of Britain change 
after the Romans left?
What was life like in Anglo-Saxon 
Britain?
Who ruled Anglo-Saxon Britain?
What can written sources tell us 
about life in Anglo-Saxon Britain?
Can you design an Anglo-Saxon Burh?
How did the Anglo-Saxons change life 
in Britain?

Medieval Monarchs

Why was there a succession crisis in 
1066?
Who was responsible for the death of 
Thomas Becket?
Which king was worse, John or 
Richard?
What makes a great medieval 
monarch?
How did power change during the 
medieval period?
Who was the greatest medieval 
monarch?

Civil Rights

What was the United States of 
America like in the 1950s?
Why did Oliver Brown take the Board 
of education to the Supreme Court?
Why didn’t Rosa Parks give up her 
seat on the bus?
Why did 3,200 people march from 
Selma to Montgomery?
What is the Black Lives Matter 
Movement and why is it needed?
Non-violent protest is enough? Do you 
agree?

Su
m

m
er

Transport & The Titanic

How has land transport changed?
How has water transport changed?
How has air transport changed?
How has travel changed over time?
Why did the Titanic sink?

Ancient Egypt

How do we know about Ancient 
Egyptians?
What was early Egyptian civilization 
like?
What were the most significant 
Ancient Egyptian landmarks and 
inventions?
Which gods did Ancient Egyptians 
believe in?
Who were the most significant 
Pharaohs?
How did Ancient Egypt come to an 
end?

Ancient Greece

How was ancient Greece organised?
What was the Golden Age of 
Greece?
What did the Greeks believe?
Who were the ancient Greek 
philosophers?
Who won the Peloponnesian War?
Why was Alexander so great?

Vikings

Why did the Vikings invade Britain?
What happened at Lindisfarne in 
793?
Why did Alfred sign a treaty 
with Gurthum?
Were the Vikings the first Europeans 
to discover the Americas?
Who were the Norse Gods?
Did King Cnut try to stop the tide from 
coming in?

Changing Britain
(Coming Soon 26th Jan 22)

20th Century Conflict

What caused the First World War to 
break out?
Why were so many lives lost on the 
Western Front?
Was the Treaty of Versailles fair?
How did Hitler rise to power in the 
1930s?
What was life like in Nazi Germany?
Was the Second World War 
inevitable?

Key Concepts in History
Significant 
figures

Monarchy Conflict Conquest &
Empire

Belief 
Systems

Society & 
Politics 

Innovation Culture Local History

Ellistown History Knowledge and Skills Progression


